
Dunkirk High School
2022 - 2023 Curriculum Guide

To Students and Parents:

Dunkirk High School is dedicated to effective teaching and successful learning for all students.
We believe our curriculum encourages creativity, individuality, problem solving and the
confidence which enables people to think, speak and work together.  When students leave

At Dunkirk High school they will be able to have completed a course of study that encompasses
personal, challenging, and transformational experiences that will allow students to  serve all of
our community, at every age and stage.

As you look toward a new school year filled with exciting challenges and opportunities, it is
important to take advantage of the wide array of courses listed in this handbook. The high school
years are a time to explore, learn, and grow.

Please reach out to us with any questions that you may have.

Administrative Staff Counseling Office Staff
7-12 Building Principal - Ms. Farwell Mrs. Barberich - Counseling Secretary
9-12 House Principal - Mr. Tedone Mrs. Mielcarek - Grades 11-12
7-8 House Principal - Mrs. Penhollow Mr. Rosenberg - Grades 9-10
7-12 Assistant Principal - Mr. Hernandez Ms. Wise - Grades 7-8

Support Staff School Social Workers
9-12 High School Secretary - Mrs. Kokocinski Ms. Moreland - Grades 11-12
9-12 Attendance Clerk - Mr. Meadows Ms. Onuffer - Grades 9-10
7-8 Administrative Assistant - Ms. Fountain Ms. Rankin - Grades 7 - 8
7-12 Front Window Aid  - Ms. Ossman

Bilingual Liaisons:
Risel Alfaro - 7th & 8th
Joel Ortiz - 9th - 12th



Dunkirk City School District Vision, Mission, and Core Beliefs

Dunkirk City School District Vision
● One Dunkirk
● One Community
● One Goal ….Learning for All

Dunkirk City School District Mission Statement
Maximize potential for all students for all times… Whatever it takes!!!
What do we believe in Dunkirk?
Our beliefs/aspirations as identified in our strategic plan:

● All students can learn
● Trust and mutual respect are essential
● Literacy and Numeracy are the foundation of all learning
● Data and research are the heart of all decision - making
● We are partners in learning with our families
● We must all be flexible and adaptable to meet the needs of students, our community, the world

Earning Units of Credit

In order for a student to earn one Carnegie Unit (High School credit), students need to receive at least 180
minutes of instruction per week throughout the school year (i.e., 108 hours of instruction for a full year
course), or the equivalent, and demonstrate their mastery of the learning outcomes in the course (8
NYCRR § 100.1 [a], [b]). This option allows credit to be awarded after receiving instruction from
certified teachers that is designed to facilitate the achievement of the State’s learning standards.

Students who register late in the year having not been enrolled in a previous school that school year or
who have excessive absences may be ineligible to earn the necessary credits to advance to the next grade
level and/or to graduate on time. It is a student’s responsibility to be at school and on time everyday.

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

Students who are interested in applying to a 4-year college or university need to be aware that colleges
may require coursework above and beyond the minimum requirements needed to earn a high school
diploma. As noted on the University of Buffalo’s website:
The following courses are not required for admission, but are suggested as adequate preparation for
university-level coursework:

● Four years of English (with a substantial writing component)
● Four years of social studies
● Three years of college-preparatory science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc.)
● Three years of a second language
● At least three years of college-preparatory mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, etc)

Please refer to the websites of the colleges that you may be interested in applying to for specific
information about the recommended high school courses. Please note that specific programs, such as

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1001.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1001.html


Engineering, Nursing, Art, and Music normally have their own set of application requirements so please
be sure to check the requirements for your specific program.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Minimum Number
of Credits

English 4

Social Studies

Distributed as follows:

● U.S. History (1 credit)
● Global History and Geography (2 credits)
● Participation in Government (1/2 credit)
● Economics (1/2 credit)

4

Science

Distributed as follows:

● Life Science (1 credit)
● Physical Science (1 credit)
● Life Science or Physical Science (1 credit)

3

Mathematics 3

World Languages 1 *

Visual Art, Music, Dance, and/or Theater 1

Physical Education

(participation each semester, 0.25 credit earned per semester)

2

Health 1/2

Electives 3 1/2

Total 22

* Students with a disability may be excused from the requirement for 1 unit of credit in World Languages

if so indicated on their IEP, but they must still earn 22 units of credit to graduate.  Such students are also

exempt from the sequence requirement for earning a Regents diploma with advanced designation.



Student Attendance and Course Credit

The District believes that classroom participation is related to, and affects, a student's performance and
grasp of the subject matter and, as such, is properly reflected in a student's final grade. For purposes of
this policy, classroom participation means that a student is in class and prepared to work.

Consequently, for each marking period, a certain percentage of a student's final grade will be based on
classroom participation as well as the student's performance on homework, tests, papers, projects, etc., as
determined by the building administrator or classroom teacher.

Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. Consistent with the importance of classroom
participation, unexcused student absences, tardiness, and early departures will affect a student's grade,
including credit for classroom participation, for the marking period.

At the middle school/senior high school level, any student with more than 22 absences in a course may
not receive credit for the course. However, students with properly excused absences, tardiness, and early
departures for which the student has performed any assigned make-up work, assignments, and/or tests
will not be counted as an absence for the purpose of determining the student's eligibility for course credit.
District procedures will specify how student tardiness and early departures will be calculated and factored
into the District's minimum attendance standard.

However, the District may not deny course credit to a student who has exceeded the allowable number of
absences but taken all tests, completed missed class work, and secured a passing grade. However, certain
Regents classes have strict guidelines in the number of hours that students need for science labs.  If the
time is not met then the student can not sit for the Regents exam.

For summer school and courses meeting 1/2 year or 1/4 year, the same policy will apply and a calculation
of the absences will be prorated accordingly.

Transfer students and students re-enrolling after having dropped out will be expected to attend a prorated
minimum number of the scheduled class meetings during their time of enrollment.

Students will be considered in attendance if the student is:
a) Physically present in the classroom or working under the direction of the classroom teacher during the
class scheduled meeting time; or
b) Working under an approved independent study program; or
c) Receiving approved alternative instruction.
Students who are absent from class due to their participation in a school-sponsored activity must arrange
with their teachers to make up any work missed in a timely manner as determined by the student's teacher.
Attendance at school sponsored events where instruction is substantially equivalent to the instruction
which was missed will be counted as the equivalent of regular attendance in class.

Upon returning to school following a properly excused absence, tardiness, or early departure, it will be the
responsibility of the student to consult with his or her teacher(s) regarding arrangements to make up
missed work, assignments, and/or tests in accordance with the time schedule specified by the teacher.

Notice of Minimum Attendance Standard/Intervention Strategies Prior to the Denial of Course Credit

In order to ensure that parents or persons in parental relation and students are informed of the District's
policy regarding minimum attendance and course credit, and the implementation of specific intervention



strategies to be employed prior to the denial of course credit to the student for insufficient attendance, the
following guidelines will be followed:

a) Copies of the District's Comprehensive Student Attendance Policy will be available to parents or
persons in parental relation and provided to students at the beginning of each school year or at the time of
enrollment in the District.

b) School newsletters and publications will include periodic reminders of the components of the District's
Comprehensive Student Attendance Policy. Copies of the Attendance Policy will also be included in
parent or student handbooks or posted on the District website.

c) At periodic intervals, a designated staff member(s) will notify, by telephone, the parent or person in
parental relation of the student's absence, tardiness, or early departure and explain the relationship of the
student's attendance to his or her ability to receive course credit. If the parent or person in parental
relation cannot be reached by telephone, a letter will be sent detailing this information.

d) A designated staff member will review the District's Attendance Policy with students who have
excessive and/or unexcused absences, tardiness, or early departures. Further, appropriate student support
services within the District, as well as the possible collaboration or referral to community support services
and agencies, will be implemented prior to the denial of course credit for insufficient attendance by the
student.

Link to the complete Dunkirk City School District  Policy 7110 - Comprehensive Student
Attendance

Rank in Class

Senior class rank will be calculated at the end of the first semester of the senior year. Rank is established
by multiplying the grade received in a particular subject by the index number assigned to that subject.
Only final grades will be used. Course weighting is as follows:

Advanced Placement/College Credit courses: 1.04
Honors courses: 1.02
Regents/General courses: 1.0

The student with the highest average in each grade is ranked “one” for that grade. The student with the
second highest average is ranked "two," etc. A student’s average is calculated by using all courses taken
in high school. Courses with letter grades are excluded from ranking consideration. A six semester rank
(determined at the end of grade eleven) and a seven semester rank (determined midway through the senior
year) are calculated. The seven semester rank senior year will be used to determine valedictorian and
salutatorian.

To be officially ranked, students need to complete 3 consecutive semesters of study at DHS prior to the
7th semester. Students will not be eligible for the Dunkirk High School senior honors which depend on
rank in class (i.e. Valedictorian, Salutatorian, Top Ten, etc.) without this requirement. However, an
"official" transcript rank will be assigned based on the student's total grades for purposes of colleges,
post-high school training, military, etc. Any exceptions to this procedure must be approved by the high
school principal. Questions about rank should be discussed with your school counselor.

https://main.wnyric.org/policies/Dunkirk.nsf/bf25ab0f47ba5dd785256499006b15a4/8552362930e3f6b68525837b006a667d/$FILE/7110%20--%20Comprehensive%20Student%20Attendance.pdf
https://main.wnyric.org/policies/Dunkirk.nsf/bf25ab0f47ba5dd785256499006b15a4/8552362930e3f6b68525837b006a667d/$FILE/7110%20--%20Comprehensive%20Student%20Attendance.pdf


Early Graduation

A student planning on graduating early should meet with his/her counselor to ensure all graduation
requirements are met. If a student is planning on graduating one full year early, a student and parent must
meet with their counselor and administrator prior to the end of August of their sophomore year. Early
graduates are not eligible for senior honors (i.e. Valedictorian, Salutatorian, Top Ten, etc.)

Transfer Students

When students transfer to Dunkirk High School, it will be the responsibility of the Counseling Center,
with the principal's approval, to evaluate the student's transcript and give comparable credit at Dunkirk.
When a student enters with alphabetical grades rather than numerical grades, the following conversion
table will be used:

A+=100 A = 96 A- = 93

B+=92 B = 88 B- = 83

C+=82 C = 78 C- = 73

D+=72 D = 68 D- = 65

F=60

Late-In or Early-Out Option for Juniors & Seniors

The late-in/early-out option is an earned privilege available to juniors and seniors at Dunkirk High
School. It may be revoked due to poor academic performance and/or disciplinary action taken by a school
administrator or teacher. Also, the parent/legal guardian may revoke this for their student at any time.
When this privilege is revoked, students shall be placed in study halls for the remainder of the semester.

Students may only be given permission to use this privilege for a maximum of 1 period at the beginning
or end of the school day. The actual time of day that they are released may vary according to the school
schedule for that day (early release, late arrival). Students who participate in this option must not be on
campus during the period of the day that they have late-in (1st period) or Early-Out (9th period). They are
not to remain in the building or on the school property, nor be on any other school property throughout the
district while school is in session. If the student has an after school activity and an Early-Out, they must
return to that activity after school has been dismissed.

Requesting a late-in or early-out does not automatically ensure that the student will receive one.  Due to
balancing of scheduled classes, students may have to be placed in a class if their schedule can not
accommodate their request. The scheduling of these options does not take precedence over the scheduling
of any classes. Class sections will not be changed in order to accommodate a late-in or early-out. Athletes
must pay special attention to the number of classes scheduled and passing in order to be eligible to
participate according to Dunkirk High School’s athletic guidelines. Dunkirk City School District is not
responsible for the safety or well-being of a student once released from school grounds during this early
release option.



To qualify for late-in/early-out, juniors and seniors must meet certain requirements and maintain their
eligibility for the entire year. Eligibility is checked at the end of each grading period, and any student who
fails to maintain eligibility will have his or her late-in/Early-Out suspended until such time as they
become eligible to have it reinstated. Students who fail to qualify for late-in/early-out may see their
School Counselor at the end of each grading period; if they qualify, they will be given a late-in/early-out
for the next grading period when possible.

A student’s late-in/early-out option may be revoked at any time during the school year by the student’s
parent or guardian, or by the administration as a disciplinary consequence. The final decision on any
student’s receipt of a late-in/early-out option rests with the administration. To qualify for the
late-in/early-out option, students must complete and submit a late-in/early-out application to the School
Counseling Office before the start of the school year. This application must be signed by the student’s
parent or guardian, and must include a viable contact phone number that allows the school to contact the
student’s parent or guardian. In addition, students must meet the following criteria:
* all required school forms must be completed and on file in the office
* a grade point average no lower than 2.500 (non-weighted)
* no more than two (2) tardies to school in the previous grading period
* no more than three (3) excused absences from school in the previous grading period
* Zero (0) unexcused absences from school in the previous grading period
* assigned no In-School Suspension in the previous grading period
* assigned no Out-of-School Suspension in the previous grading period
* no deficiencies in credits or state testing for graduation purposes

The Counseling Office will advise students when they have been approved to have a late-in/early-out. No
student should act as if they have been granted a late-in/early-out until they have been advised by their
Counselor they have one. Students who do not show up on time or who leave school without a
late-in/early-out because they believe they have one will be considered to have been off of school grounds
without permission, and will be disciplined accordingly.

Athletic Participation – Attendance Expectations

Since playing athletics is a privilege, the expectations in regards to student athletes and their attendance
will be set at a high standard. Therefore, if a student athlete is NOT IN ATTENDANCE THE WHOLE
SCHOOL DAY, he/she will be ineligible to practice/play on that day unless the reason for absence
qualifies as an excused absence from the list below. The student athlete MUST present a copy of the
proper documentation verifying the absence to the Athletic Director prior to 2 pm on the date in question
in order to participate (practice/play) on that day.
The following are the ONLY LEGAL excuses accepted by the State of New York and the Dunkirk City
School District:

Weather, quarantine, personal illnesses (with a doctor’s note), impassable roads, military obligation, court
appearance, death in the family, illness in the family, dental appointment, religious observance, medical
appointment, college visit, approved cooperative work plan and emergency situations.

Emergency situations cover unexpected events which keep a student from school attendance. Such cases
will be considered individually by the Building Principal and/or the Athletic Director.

If the excuse is not listed above, it is considered an illegal absence. Since vacation periods are provided
within the school calendar, trips taken at other times during the school year will be considered illegal
absences.

If a student is late to first period without a legal excuse (as described above):



1. First unexcused tardy – The athlete will meet with the principal, coach and parent (a call to the
parent in some cases) and a written agreement will be put in place to avoid future unexcused
tardiness.
2. Second unexcused tardy – The athlete will meet with the Athletic Director/Principal, coach,
and parent. The result will be a severe warning against any future tardiness as well as written
documentation of the meeting.
3. Third unexcused tardy – The athlete will meet with the Athletic Director, coach and parent.
The result will be a severe warning against any future tardiness as well as written documentation
of the meeting.

4.  Every tardy thereafter, a one game suspension.

This process will start each new sports season.

NCAA Freshman Eligibility Standards

Student athletes wishing to play sports in college at the Division I or II levels must register with the
NCAA Eligibility Center at the end of their junior year. At that point, students should see their counselor
to have a transcript sent to the NCAA. Information regarding NCAA eligibility can be found at
www.eligibilitycenter.org. Contact the NCAA at (877) 262-1492.

Academic Standards
The NCAA Eligibility Center verifies the academic and amateur status of all student-athletes who wish to
compete in Division I or II athletics. Please work with your prospective colleges and the NCAA
Eligibility Center to make sure that all of the academic eligibility standards will be met.

College-bound student-athletes who want to practice, compete and receive athletically related financial
aid during their first year at a Division I or II school need to meet the following requirements:
• Graduate from high school.
• Complete a minimum of 16 core courses for Division I or 16 core courses for Division II.
• Earn a minimum required grade-point average in core courses.
• Earn a qualifying test score on either the ACT or SAT.
• Request final amateurism certification from the NCAA Eligibility Center.

Academic Requirements for Division 1 and Division II athletics are updated by the NCAA frequently. For
the most up-to-date information and minimum academic standards, please visit www.eligibilitycenter.org.
• When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to ensure all SAT
and ACT scores are reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing agency. Test scores
do not appear on transcripts.
• The Division II core GPA requirement is a minimum of 2.20.
• Division III colleges and universities set their own admission standards. The NCAA does not set initial
eligibility requirements in Division III.



Class Status

Senior: In order to achieve senior status, a student must have the potential to graduate no later than
August immediately following the anticipated June graduation date. Students should have earned at least
16.5 credits prior to their Senior year
To qualify for participation in the graduation ceremony, students must have met all graduation
requirements prior to the graduation ceremony
Junior: To be classified as a junior, you must have earned at least 11 credits
Sophomore: To be classified as a sophomore, you must have earned at least 5.5 credits
Freshman: To be classified as a freshman, you must have been promoted from 8th grade

Schedule Changes

Student schedule changes are set up by counselors to take into account the future plans of the student,
parental requests and teacher recommendations. Because schedules are developed to give the student the
best program possible, changes of schedule are considered a serious matter. Under no circumstances may
a student simply stop attending a class or study period. If a student, his parents, the teachers and the
school counselor agree that a schedule change is needed, a parent and school counselor signature on an
official drop form for the change requested is necessary. Until the change is arranged and the student
receives a copy of the new schedule from the school counselor, the student must attend classes on the old
schedule.
SCHEDULE CHANGES WILL NOT BE DONE TO ACCOMMODATE LUNCH, STUDY HALL,
PHYSICAL EDUCATION, OR TEACHER REQUESTS.

Dropping or Adding a Course

A student may drop or add a course during the first 10 days of school only. Students may not have more
than one and a half  Study Halls during the course of a day. Seniors can request an exemption to this
policy and must meet with their counselor for required paperwork and approval.

ENL Services

ENL stands for English as a new language; this has recently been changed from ESL, which means
English as a second language. This change was made by the state of New York to better represent the
English language learner population since some students come to the United States already knowing more
than one language making English their 3rd, 4th, or 5th language.

ENL is a program that is designed to help students with first languages other than English, to improve
their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in English both for academic and social purposes.

In New York State and in Dunkirk High School our program consists of stand-alone ENL classes which
are classes for entering, emerging and sometimes transitioning ENL students with an ENL teacher that
focus on learning the English language for both academic and social purposes. There are also integrated
ENL classes for all levels of English language learners, which are core content classes such as English,
social studies, science, etc. with both ENL students and native English speakers, which have an ENL
teacher and the core content teacher working and teaching together. These classes are meant to help ENL
students better understand the content in these classes while simultaneously bettering their English.

There are 4 ENL teachers at the high school level.
Caroline Villifrank-Freyn (works primarily in 9th & 10th grade)



Bridgette Kurtz (works primarily in 11th &12th grade)
Jennifer Lancaster (works with 9th & 12 grade)

Inez Gonzalez (works with 9th-12th grade)

At the end of each year in May English language learners are required to take the NYSESLAT, which is
the New York State exam to measure English language proficiency of English language learners. This test
measures their ability in reading, writing, listening and speaking in English.

New English language learners take the NYSITELL, which is another New York state exam to measure
English language proficiency. However, this is given when a student enters a NYS district for the first
time and speaks a language other than English.

ENL levels

There are 5 levels that are used to determine the English language proficiency (ability) of English
language learners:

Special Education Services

Special education is a service provided to identified students with a disability.  There are thirteen
classifications recognized by New York State and federal law (IDEA).  To be identified as a student with a
disability, the disability must impact a student’s academic performance.  Each student is reviewed
annually at a CSE meeting to determine services, testing accommodations, program modifications,
bussing etc.

The services provided at DHS are Consultant teacher, Resource Room known as Ed Support and a self
contained class 12:1, 3:1.  Related services are provided as needed such as counseling, speech and
language, occupational therapy and physical therapy.  Hearing and vision consultation is provided outside
the district and brought in as needed.

Consultant teacher services - means direct and/or indirect services,  provided to a student with a
disability in the student’s regular education classes and/or to such student's regular education teachers.

(1) Direct consultant teacher services means specially designed individualized or group
instruction provided by a certified special education teacher, to a student with a disability to aid such
student to benefit from the student's regular education classes.

(2) Indirect consultant teacher services means consultation provided by a certified special
education teacher  to regular education teachers to assist them in adjusting the learning environment
and/or modifying their instructional methods to meet the individual needs of a student with a disability
who attends their classes



Special Education teachers plan for the transition portion of the IEP.  Transition services are provided for
students 14 years of age through graduation.  A job coach is also present on and off the premises.

Integrated CoTeach- (ICR) Integrated Coteach is a special education service that involves having a
special education and general education teacher present in the general education classroom each day. This
service is decided on at CSE meetings for students who have an Individualized Education Plan. In these
classrooms both teachers are able to deliver or modify instruction as needed to fit the needs of the
students in the classroom.

Transition Services means a coordinated set of activities for a student with a disability, designed within a
results-oriented process, that is focused on improving the academic and functional achievement of the
student with a disability to facilitate the student's movement from school to post-school activities,
including, but not limited to, post-secondary education, vocational education, integrated employment
(including supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or
community participation. The coordinated set of activities must be based on the student's strengths,
preferences and interests, and shall include needed activities in the following areas: (1) instruction; (2)
related services; (3) community experiences; (4) the development of employment and other post-school
adult living objectives; and (5) when appropriate, acquisition of daily living skills and provision of a
functional vocational evaluation.

Resource room program means a special education program for a student with a disability registered in
either a special class or regular class who is in need of specialized supplementary instruction in an
individual or small group setting for a portion of the school day as documented on his or her IEP.

Special class means a class consisting of students with disabilities who have been grouped together
because of similar individual needs for the purpose of being provided specially designed instruction.  At
Dunkirk High School, there is a class for those students with severe multiple disabilities, whose programs
consist primarily of habilitation and treatment.  This is considered a 12:1 + 3:1.  Other special classes are
available off the Dunkirk High School Campus.

Individualized education program (IEP). If the student has been determined to be eligible for special
education services, the committee shall develop an IEP. IEPs developed for the current/upcoming school
year, and thereafter, shall be on a form prescribed by the Commissioner. In developing the
recommendations for the IEP, the committee must consider the results of the initial or most recent
evaluation; the student’s strengths; the concerns of the parents for enhancing the education of their child;
the academic, developmental and functional needs of the student, including, as appropriate, the results of
the student's performance on any general state or district-wide assessment programs.

It is the goal of the special education program to have students graduate with a regents diploma upon
entering DHS as freshman.  The student has eight different pathways to obtain graduation status with a
high school diploma.  There is also a CDOS (Career Development and Occupational Studies) certificate
available for those with a diploma and for those without.

COURSE OFFERINGS

Through academic rigor, collaboration, and ongoing professional development, we look to offer courses
that our students are interested in taking that will prepare them for careers of the future. Our academic
programs provide students a solid foundation in core academic subjects, balanced with the exploration of
elective areas to help each learner to identify his or her strengths and to prepare for further academic
study or career goals.



All academic programs of the Dunkirk City School District are aligned to the New York State Learning
Standards. We continuously review and refine our grade-level and course curricula to ensure that
instructional emphasis focuses on priority concepts and skills most critical for long-term learning and
success, with consideration to the academic readiness of our students.

Our instructional programs aim to prepare all students to graduate with a solid foundation of readiness for
success in college and career. We take great pride in the variety of  college-credit courses provided on our
high school campus. Students are able to select from courses for which they may earn college-credit in the
following areas:  English, Social Studies, Science, Math, Foreign Language, Art, Music, and Business.  In
addition to college - credit courses, students have the opportunity to explore career and technical
education options through courses offered on campus and our collaboration with Erie 2 BOCES.

JCC College Connection Classes

Throughout this course catalog there are descriptions of the JCC Courses that we offer on campus.  Each
JCC course has requirements that students have to meet in order to be permitted to take the class for
college credit.  Students should refer to the JCC College Connections Course Requirements document for
each class they are interested in taking while at Dunkirk High School.

ART

Following the New York State standards, the DHS Art Program will prepare students for advanced study
in the field of art. Art majors will develop and improve art-making skills to produce a portfolio of work
for college admission. In addition to the career-interested students, there are numerous opportunities for
non-art students to enrich their high school experience with art elective classes.
Watch this video for more information on courses in our Art Department.

https://www.sunyjcc.edu/sites/default/files/CC-CourseOfferings.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rVLDgSwjOfiH0ZkzZAJVm-Ndh4yLP9cE/view?usp=sharing


Drawing and Design for Production
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 9-12
This course is a hands-on introduction to technical drawing and simple model making.  Drawing is the
oldest type of written expression.  Technical drawing is a more articulate language developed and used by
professionals as a universal standard to communicate complex plans.  In this course, students will learn to
use that language to make functional designs for production, and produce an artistic mock up or model
from those designs.  Students will work with basic geometric forms and learn to make precision
measurements.  The skills and techniques used in this course will set the groundwork necessary for
students interested in art, engineering, architecture, interior design, industrial design, game design and
related fields.  As students progress, designs will become more technical and complex.  Students will use
technical drawing fundamentals to create architectural sketches, multiple view projections of objects, and
schematics for interior design.  Modern design software and techniques will allow students to
demonstrate their technical drawing skills with faster and better results. This class will use materials and
techniques at an industry standard level, in a multi-stage design process. Students will learn about hard
and soft edge modeling and designing in a three-dimensional space using scratch-building and modeling
materials.

Drawing and Painting
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Drawing or Intro to Painting
Drawing and Painting will allow students to build upon the skills learned in Intro to Drawing and Intro
to Painting and start to prepare them for a future in the arts. Students will learn about contemporary
artists currently working in the art field with an emphasis being placed on exploration and mastery of
drawing and painting media. Students will gain a better understanding of the artistic process from
beginning brainstorming and sketches to final completion and documentation.

Ceramics I
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to 3-D Design, minimum 75
average
This is an advanced course designed for the mature student who is interested in working with clay. An
introduction of basic hand building skills, glaze application and an understanding of fundamental ceramic
processes are learned. One of a kind objects are constructed using pinch, slab, coil and sculpture will be
introduced (no molds are used).
*Students who wish to enroll in JCC Ceramics need to complete both Ceramics I & II

Ceramics II
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Ceramics I
Students are given the opportunity to advance skills developed in Ceramics I.  More complex structures
and sculptures are attempted, as well as learning wheel throwing techniques.  *Students who wish to
enroll in JCC Ceramics need to complete both Ceramics I & II.

JCC Ceramics ART 1590
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 11-12 Prerequisites: see JCC requirements  and
Completion of Ceramics I & II Minimum 85 +
Students will gain a working knowledge of fundamental and advanced studio work in clay preparation,
hand building, wheel throwing, glaze preparation, decorating techniques, and firing techniques to create
more conceptual pieces of art.  This course also includes presentation of historical, cultural and
contemporary trends in ceramics.

Intro to 3-D Design



Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 9-12 Prerequisites:None
This is an introductory level course which focuses on the fundamental skills of three-dimensional forms
using the art elements and principles of design.  Students will be introduced to a variety of sculptural
processes including relief, modeling, carving and assemblage may be explored.  Materials may include
papers, clay wood, fibers and found/repurposed objects.

Intro to Drawing
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade: 9-12 Prerequisite: None
Intro to Drawing is a class for any student who wants to learn how to draw or to improve on already
developing skills. Basic techniques of proportion, value and space will be taught to improve observational
drawing skills. We will explore lessons in still life, grid drawing and basic portraiture. Materials such as
graphite, colored pencil, charcoal and pastels will be explored.

Intro to Painting
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade: 9-12 Prerequisite: None
Intro to Painting will allow students to explore a range of historical painting techniques and artists.
We will learn and practice the various mediums of painting such as acrylic and watercolor. We will
cover major subject areas such as portraiture, landscapes, still lives and abstract art.

Graphic Design & Animation:
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite:Communication Systems, DDP, or Intro to
Media Arts
Graphic design & animation is a course students learn to produce work that effectively communicates
ideas through images and animation, using traditional and digital media. More than merely producing
work that invites contemplation, graphic design and animation attempts to create images and work with
the objective of visually influencing and conveying understanding. The course revolves around the
principles of design and acquiring proficiency using graphic media production methods with an emphasis
on  digital design software such as Photoshop, Illustrator, and Adobe Animate.

Intro to Media Arts
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade: 9-12 Prerequisite: None
This is an introductory class which takes a modern approach to traditional methods of making art.
Students will explore new and exciting ways to make meaningful connections to art while learning
foundational elements and principles. Students will draw, paint and illustrate digitally using Adobe
Photoshop and illustrator. While traditional methods will always have their place in art, newer media can
give students added flexibility and freedom to take risks with the security of an undo button.

Mixed Media
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 10-12 Prerequisites: Intro to 3-D Design, Minimum
of 75 average
This is an advanced course for grade 10, 11 or 12 that may be elected to participate in advanced art study.
The program will develop a foundation of exploratory experience in a variety of mediums and substrates.
The basic idea is to combine and layer materials to create unique works. Students will be encouraged to
work from their choice of subjects and concepts. The objective of this class is for students to discover
their own visual language. Media includes bookbinding, painting, collage, printing and much more.

Studio Art and Portfolio
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade: 11-12 Prerequisite: Graphic Design & Animation,
Drawing & Painting, Mixed Media or Ceramics 2
Studio Art and Portfolio will allow students to work in a wide variety of materials from painting to
drawing to sculpture and abstract design. This course is for those juniors and seniors who are



self-motivated and interested in possibly pursuing art in the future. Students will build upon the skills
developed in the previous art classes to create a portfolio of no less than 12 works of art (work from
previous classes can be included) that can be used for college admission. In order to be successful in this
upper level course, students need to be self-motivated, disciplined, focused and passionate about what
they are doing. Students should strive to grow and improve, developing new and unusual concepts that
inspire creativity in themselves and the group. Students' portfolios will be reviewed at the end of the year
as a final exam.

BUSINESS

Computers Applications 
Credit: .5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 9-12    Prerequisite: None 
Computer Applications is a one-semester course. Students will use Microsoft WORD, EXCEL, and
POWERPOINT to learn and create various documents for use in school, college, and the world of
business. Internet Safety and social media issues are also covered in this course. Proofreading and
editing skills will be used to produce professional looking documents throughout the semester. 

Career and Financial Management
Credit: .5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 9-12    Prerequisite: None 
This class is a requirement for a 5-unit sequence in Business for an Advanced Regents Diploma or CTE
endorsement. This half-year course will emphasize the world of work, careers, and financial management as it
pertains to real-life. You will learn:  how to prepare and search for a career, interviewing tips, and personal financing
to become a more informed and educated student and employee.

JCC Introduction to Business BUS 1500
Credit: .5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 11-12    Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
Students will study the elements and characteristics of a free enterprise system and will be presented with an
overview of functional areas of business and basic concepts of the business world. Some topics include the
environment of business, organization and management of the enterprise, management of human resources and
production, marketing, finance, government’s role in business, social responsibility, and cultural diversity, as well
as major societal issues facing today’s business executives. Recommended for beginning business students and
non-business majors.

JCC Personal Finance BUS 1610
Credit: .5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 10-12    Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
Students will gain an appreciation of the need for personal financial planning and learn how to apply smart planning
to goal setting and budgets. Students will have the ability to coordinate income, assets, and spending into the
comprehensive program that takes them through the various stages of their life cycle, from college to retirement.

Accounting Fundamentals
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 10-12   Prerequisite:
Accounting is one of the most “in demand” careers. This is a full year course designed to develop basic
competencies in accounting. This course is strongly recommended for the student planning to major in
business or sports management in college and who is considering a career in small business ownership,
accounting, finance, business administration, management, marketing, and/or administrative assistant.
Course content includes the complete accounting cycle for a business organized as a proprietorship and a
merchandising business organized as a corporation.

JCC Microcomputer Applications CSC 1560



Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 10-12    Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
This one-unit course utilizes the Microsoft Office package at an advanced level.  Microsoft Word
will be used to create professional newsletters, resumes, and other documents used in real life
settings. Microsoft Excel will consist of using formulas and functions within spreadsheets and
charts to communicate numerical data. Microsoft Access will be used to create queries, forms,
reports, and tables. Students will also learn how to integrate these three programs together. In
addition,students will be eligible for four college credits through the JCC College Connections
Program at no cost to the students. This course is required of all computer science and business
majors. Some colleges accept this course as math credits. These credits can then be transferred to
other four-year colleges.

Microcomputer Applications
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 10-12    Prerequisite: None
This one-unit course utilizes the Microsoft Office package at an advanced level.  Microsoft Word
will be used to create professional newsletters, resumes, and other documents used in real life
settings. Microsoft Excel will consist of using formulas and functions within spreadsheets and
charts to communicate numerical data. Microsoft Access will be used to create queries, forms,
reports, and tables. Students will also learn how to integrate these three programs together

JCC Office Procedures BUS 1420 (Offered 23 - 24 School Year)
Credit: .5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 11-12    Prerequisite: see JCC requirements

Students will learn the skills necessary for success in today’s office. Students are given a perspective on the role
of an office professional, how office technology has evolved, and how business is conducted in the USA as well
as internationally. Students will gain the necessary skills to find & apply for a real job, conduct themselves
during an interview & handle various job situations. Time management, planning/coordinating, and
communication skills will be emphasized. 

JCC Hospitality & Tourism 1700 (Offered 23 - 24 School Year)
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 11-12 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
This full-year course will teach students all about the hotel, airline, transportation, cruise, restaurant, event
planning, and tourism industry. Students will discover career options within the tourism and hospitality
industries. Coverage includes industry pioneers and their contributions; the different forms of industry
businesses including independent, chain, franchise, and e-commerce;

Hospitality & Tourism (Offered 23 - 24 School Year)
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 11-12 Prerequisite: None
This full-year course will teach students all about the hotel, airline, transportation, cruise, restaurant, event
planning, and tourism industry. Students will discover career options within the tourism and hospitality
industries.

ENGLISH

To fulfill New York State graduation requirements, all students must successfully complete four
units of English and pass the English Language Arts Common Core Regents examination. In
addition to the required four units of study, students may take additional English courses as elective
credits.



English 9 
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 9 Prerequisite: None
English 9 is a required course for all freshmen students. The New York State Grade 9 ELA curriculum
includes modules that focus on reading, writing, listening and speaking in response to high-level texts. The
modules sequence and scaffold content that is aligned to the CCLS for ELA & Literacy and the PARCC
Frameworks. Each module culminates in an end-of-module performance task, which can provide
information on whether students are achieving the standards. Each unit includes a set of sequenced,
coherent progressions of learning experiences that build knowledge and understanding of major concepts
that prepares them for the Common Core exam that they will take at the end of their junior year.  

English 9 Honors 
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 9 Prerequisite: See Honors Rubric
The same curriculum as English 9 only the students will use higher level thinking skills and extended
activities within each module. This course is designed for all college entrance students and students who
excel in English. 

English Freshman Seminar
Credit: .5 Length: Half  Year Grade level: 9 Prerequisite: None
This year - long course, is a collaboration between the English Department and Social Studies Department
and is required of all 9th grade students.  The course covers various study skills, note - taking, test -
preparation, research procedures, and most importantly reading and writing strategies.  Students will learn
and practice organization skills.  Freshman Seminar is designed to help students during their transition to
high school and all of its academic and personal demands so that all students can reach their full potential.

English 10 
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 10 Prerequisite: English 9 
English 10 is a required full-year course for all sophomores. The New York State Grade 10 curriculum
focuses on integrating technology from multiple media sources that include both literary and informational
texts. The goals of the ELA modules are to engage the students with instruction to improve reading,
writing, listening and speaking skills so that they can be prepared for both state required testing and more
readily able to  adapt to the requirements and rigor of collegiate life. 

English 10 Honors 
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 10 Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9
Honors. See Honors Rubric.
The curriculum is the same as English 10 only the students will use higher level thinking skills and
extended activities within each module. This course is designed for all college entrance students and
students who excel in English.  

English 11 
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade level: 11 Prerequisite: English 10
English 11 is a required course for all juniors. Each instructional unit includes a set of sequenced, coherent
progressions of learning experiences that build knowledge and understanding of major concepts that
prepares students for the Common Core exam that they will take in June of their junior year. While the
New York State Grade 11 ELA curriculum includes modules that focus on reading, writing, listening and
speaking in response to high-level texts, test preparation activities are built into the course. The modules
sequence and scaffold content that is aligned to the CCLS for ELA & Literacy and the PARCC
Frameworks. Each module culminates in an end-of-module performance task, which can provide
information on whether students are achieving the standards. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dIFNSOof-JxEYT5ziW9_qQ7qzUNXN33wqmfcuMDr67M/edit?usp=sharing
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12th Grade Classes
Seniors may take two electives in place of the year long English 12 course.  JCC Technical Writing is
recommended for students who are enrolled in CTE programs at Erie 2 BOCES or for students who are
looking to enter the workforce out of school.

English 12 
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 12    Prerequisite: English 11  
The New York State Grade 12 ELA curriculum includes modules that focus on reading, writing, listening
and speaking in response to high-level texts. A successful integration of the Common Core Standards will
provide students with necessary fluency, comprehension, analytical and communication skills necessary to
be on track for college and career readiness. 

Creative Writing 
Credit: 0.5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 12   Prerequisite: None
Do you love to write and express yourself? Then this is a course for you.  Students will write poetry,
personal narratives, and short stories in the course.  Students share work with others, give and receive
feedback, participate in class discussions, analyze, and enjoy the freedom and time to write.  

Literature and Film
Credit: 0.5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 12 Prerequisite: None
This course provides students who have an interest in literature, film and its role in our society
opportunities to assess and compare literature to film and to reflect on our values, our customs, and our
connections.  Students will view, analyze and discuss literature and films. Please note that some of these
films may have mature content, violence and explicit language and some may be rated “R” or “PG-13”. By
registering for this course, it is understood that parents have indicated that the students are allowed to
watch films with this content or rating.  

Sports Literature
Credit: 0.5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 12 Prerequisite: None
This course will focus on the role sports plays in our lives as expressed through written and visual media. 
It will emphasize critical reading and writing analysis of sports-related novels, short stories, poems,
articles, and films.  We will debate controversial issues, read about legendary games and players, and write
about all things related to the exciting world of sports.  

Mythology
Credit: 0.5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 12   Prerequisite: None
This course will offer an exploration into the Greek and Roman Gods and Goddesses with a backdrop of
Ancient Greece and Rome. These ideas will be coupled with the literary creation of the Hero in Literature.
We will utilize higher level texts that incorporate the understanding of those ideas.

Mystery, Horror & the Supernatural
Credit: 0.5    Length: Half Year    Grade level: 12   Prerequisite: None
The spooky, the scary, and the unexplainable will be common threads through your reading and writing
practice in this course as well as the inspiration for various discussions, presentations, and creative
projects. This course spans multiple genres (e.g., novels, short stories, poetry, plays, films, and other visual
art).



Introduction to Technical Writing
Credit:1 Length: Half - Year Grade Level: 12 Prerequisite: English 11
Students will write to suit the methods, forms, and standards required by the 21st century job market. They
will compose documents designed to meet the needs of specific audiences and purposes in a variety of
media: correspondence, proposals, short-reports, descriptions, outlines, instructions, and abstract. Clarity,
conciseness, and correctness will be emphasized, and assignments will give students experience in
collaborative writing, document design, and selecting sources for integrity and reliability. Students will
also become familiar with composing related ethical and cyber-security issues appropriate to the
workplace.

JCC Classes

JCC English 1510 
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 10-12    Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
This is a JCC college course that follows Honors English 10. In this writing course, students will learn to
write precise, clear, substantive essays. They will work with multi-page papers, organization, grammar and
mechanics. Emphasis will be placed on critical thinking, reading, and writing. Since the majority of the
assignments are online, students will need regular, reliable access to the internet and to word
processing programs. After successful completion of the course, students will earn 3 hours of college
credit.  

JCC English 1530 
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade level: 11-12    Prerequisite: Completion of JCC English 1510
This full-year English course is the next consecutive level of English offered through JCC. It continues to
emphasize the process of writing organized, well-edited multi-page papers. Therefore, students will need
regular, reliable access to the internet and to word processing programs. Students will choose a topic to
develop throughout the course through thoughtful analysis and research, which will culminate in a
presentation of the topic. All assignments will become a part of a portfolio, which will be assessed at the
end of the course. If students successfully complete this course with a C or higher, they will earn 3 hours of
college credit for this course as well as fulfill their freshman English requirement for most local colleges.  

Teacher’s Assistant (T.A.)
Credit: 0 Length: Half-Year or Full-Year Grade Level: 11 - 12  Prerequisite: Unweighted GPA of 85
Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity that looks great on a college or work resume? Are you looking
to give back to your school and help out our teachers instead of having a Study Hall. A T.A.class is a
wonderful option for a student that is interested in assisting a teacher during the day with a variety of
projects. Please see your School Counselor for more information.

Tapestry English
Credit: 0
This class is open to self-contained, high school students. It is designed to strengthen and improve reading,
writing, speaking and organizational skills. Students read self-selected books based on IRLA scores and
write weekly in their writing journals. They also regularly publish their work. Practicing job skills needed
for future employment (counting money, taking grocery orders, etc.) is incorporated into each unit.



JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS (JROTC)

JROTC I - IV
Credit: 1.0   Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 8-12    Prerequisite:
This is an introductory leadership and training course that introduces students to the foundations of
American citizenship, leadership, and management. The course shows the importance of communication,
critical thinking, anger management, conflict resolution, ethical leadership, individual health, physical
fitness, Study skills and test taking techniques along with field orienteering through both classroom
instruction and applied methods of instruction. Each level builds upon the first and replicates a workforce
organizational albeit military structure. Students are given roles within the program and within the
organization to practice the knowledge and skills they learn as they grow and mature in the program and
into the adult world and higher education.

JROTC Leadership II-IV
Credit: 1.0   Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 10-12    Prerequisite:
The focus of this course is to further build upon the skills in the JROTC I course of instruction. Students
will also learn command and staff skills which involve the performing of the executive positions of the
JROTC program such as Human Resources, planning and operations, logistics, public affairs and
communications while using a national database used by other cadets just like them. They will learn how
to assess performance data of the JROTC I cadets and develop training plans under the tutelage and
guidance of the Instructors in accordance with the JROTC curriculum in order to apply the leadership
skills and training to support the program. They will practice leadership attributes and principles, event
planning, public speaking and craft presentations to present before the JROTC I and II classes.
The mission of the ROTC program is to motivate young people to be better Citizens

MATHEMATICS

The study of mathematics at Dunkirk High School is designed to build upon prior knowledge to enhance a
student’s ability to use mathematics in application and to gain an appreciation of the discipline as a whole.
To fulfill New York State graduation requirements, all students must successfully complete three units of

mathematics and pass the Algebra 1 Regents Exam. Students wishing to earn an Advanced Regents
diploma must pass the Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2 sequence along with their respective Regents
Exams.  In addition to the required three units of study, students should look at preparing for a career or

college through our computer science, business math or JCC dual credit options.

Algebra A
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9
This course is the first half of the Algebra sequence. Students must pass the Common Core New York
State Algebra Exam before they can graduate. The main topics covered include: functions, statistics,
polynomials, as well as various algebraic methods.

Algebra B
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10 Prerequisite: Algebra A
This course is the second half of the Algebra sequence. Students must pass the Common Core New York
State Algebra Exam before they can graduate. The main topics covered include: more functions, series,
exponentials, as well as various algebraic methods.



Algebra I
Credits: 1.0  Course Length:  Full Year  Grade Level: 9 Prerequisite: 8th Grade Honors Math or teacher
recommendation
This course is a graduation requirement for all students seeking a Regents or Advanced Regents diploma.
The course will assist students in developing skills and processes to be applied using a variety of
techniques to successfully solve problems in a variety of settings. Students will study the connections
between various types of equations and their graphs. Additional topics of study include the story of
functions and an introduction to data analysis.

Geometry NR
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10 Prerequisite: Algebra
This course is designed for students that passed algebra.  Course will cover many topics including
measurement, a review of algebra skills, angle relationships, area and volume of solid figures, basic
trigonometry and other topics relevant to technology.  Course is meant to prepare students for college
mathematics with a technology focus. Course material includes tools for measurement and formulas
relevant to machine technology.

Geometry
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-10 Prerequisite: Algebra class and exam
This is the second course in the high school math sequence. Passing the Common Core Exam is necessary
for those students seeking an advanced regent’s diploma. The curriculum for this course includes: proof,
circles, constructions, geometric properties and relationships involving algebra and geometry.

Algebra II NR
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: Geometry (NR or R)
This course is designed for students that have completed a course in Geometry, either Geometry or
Geometry NR.  Course will cover topics to include trigonometry, exponential functions, logarithms,
graphs of functions, modeling real life examples with functions and fundamental algebra 2 material.
Course is meant to prepare students for college mathematics who are not receiving an Advanced Regents
Diploma.

Algebra II
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Geometry
This course is the third course in the high school math sequence.  This course is required for those
students seeking an advanced regent’s diploma. Passing the New York State Algebra 2 Common
Coreexam is required for the advanced diploma. The curriculum for this course includes various topics in
advanced algebra, trigonometry, graphing and utilization of the TI-84 calculator, statistics, logarithms,
sequences and series and trigonometry.

Business Math
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: Geometry, Alg 2, or teacher
recommendation
This course is designed for students who wish to further their study of mathematics involved in business.
Topics included in this course include the mathematics associated with personal accounting, profits and
losses, interest calculations, graphical analysis, banking, marketing and management.  There is also a
presentation component to this course.



Computer Programming
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I with a course grade
>80 or teacher recommendation
This course is designed for students who wish to further their study of computers, programming, and
computer science in general. The course will cover the basics of coding using TIBASIC, PYTHON and
JAVAScript. The course also investigates computer science processes, development and ethics. Time will
be taken to strengthen problem solving, logic and mathematical skills. Watch this short video about the
Computer Science course.

JCC Pre-Calculus MAT1600
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra II or
department approval, see JCC requirements
This course is for students on the accelerated track (those who took algebra in 8th grade). Half of the
course will follow the JCC syllabus culminating in students earning 4 college credits upon successful
completion. The second half of the course will follow a more in depth discussion of pre-calculus topics
leading to calculus. Topics to be studied may include techniques of graphs polynomial and rational
functions, applications of logarithms, graphs of trigonometric functions, trigonometric applications,
analytic trigonometry, polar coordinates, systems of equations with matrix techniques, sequences and
series, limits and the limit definition of the derivative and analytic geometry with graphs of ellipse and
hyperbola.

Calculus
Credits: 1.0 Course Length: Full Year Grade Level:12 Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra 2, or teacher
recommendation
This course is designed for those planning to take calculus at the college level. Students taking this course
must have completed Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 NR. There will be a brief introduction to the SAT math
component. Elementary function theory, including limits, differentiation and the introduction to the
definite integral are part of this course.

JCC University Calculus I MAT1710 JCC University Calculus II  MAT1720
Credits: 0.5 each Course Length: Half Year Grade Level:12 Prerequisite: JCC PreCalculus
These courses are intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory
mathematics, including algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry and analytic geometry (rectangular and
polar coordinates, equations and graphs, lines and conics). Topics to be studied include: elementary
functions, limits, derivatives and their applications; anti-derivatives and their applications; techniques of
integration; and the fundamental theorem of calculus. College credits awarded through JCC (a maximum
of 8). Use of TI-84 plus calculator is covered along with a computer program.

JCC Problem Solving Math MAT1500
Credits: 0.5 Course Length: Half Year Grade Level:12 Prerequisite: JCC Requirements
Students will develop problem solving skills through a detailed study of topics such as financial
mathematics, linear and exponential modeling, and geometry, in concert with specific problem solving
strategies such as drawing diagrams, making systematic lists, looking for patterns, identifying
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sub-problems, and working backwards. Solution presentations and communication are emphasized.
College credits are awarded through JCC.

JCC Statistics MAT1540
Credits: 0.5 Course Length: Half Year Grade Level:12 Prerequisite: JCC Requirements
Students will investigate various topics in both descriptive and inferential statistics including measures of
central tendency and spread, graphical analysis of data, probability, random sampling, correlation and
regression, hypothesis testing and confidence intervals. Practical applications are emphasized throughout
the course. A part of the course is taught in a laboratory setting using a software package such as Minitab.
College credits are awarded through JCC.

MUSIC

Introduction to Music
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 9 -12 Prerequisites: None
In this half year course, students will develop understanding and practical application of musical
elements. Students will study the basics of music literacy, theory, composition, improvisation, aural skills,
and history. Basic piano skills, analysis of written and aural music, and creation of original music will all
be used to enhance student musical learning. Topics covered include:
-Basic notation/ music reading. This will include key signatures as well as note and rhythm values.
-Introduction to modes
-Introduction to chords and chord analysis
-Basic keyboard playing
-History of musical notation
-Analysis of famous composers throughout history
-Introduction to free improvisation
-Introduction to basic composition
-Form analysis (aural and written)
-Intervals and interval identification (aural and written)

Concert Band
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 9-12   Prerequisite:  Basic understanding and skills
on a band instrument.  
The school band program affords students a wide choice of instruments and a wealth of musical
literature to study. This kind of performing organization provides a group activity in which pupils
learn how to work cooperatively with one another and derive genuine esthetic growth. The
instructional program consists of sectional rehearsals, instruction of individual members, small
ensemble playing, full ensemble rehearsals, and a wide variety of marching and concert performances.
Performances are required.

Jazz Ensemble
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 9-12    Prerequisite: Basic understanding and skills
on musical instrument.  
 This is a small group whose members need to be enrolled in Band.  This course is designed as a
supplemental ensemble to the Concert Band. This class will serve as an introduction to the rich history
of jazz music. Through ensemble rehearsal, individual practice, and a variety of performance



opportunities, the student will gain an understanding and appreciation for this great art form.
Emphasis will be placed on not just performance technique, but also rudimentary improvisational
skills, musicianship, and a sense of personal accountability. This ensemble is a skilled effort in which
each student is expected to show technical and musical growth throughout this course.  Performances
are mandatory.

JCC 1570 Music Theory
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 11-12    Prerequisite:  see JCC requirements
This first semester course includes aural and written theory spread over a 40-week time span allowing
students to gain mystery. Music Theory provides an opportunity for music students to develop a sense
of musical values and the necessary skills for effective musical expression. The course deals with the
elements of musical structure including music reading, harmony, sight singing, music analysis,
writing, ear training and synthesizing these skills through study of music. 
This course fulfills the one-year NYS requirement in art/music.

Mixed Choir
Credit: 0.5-1    Length: Full Year (Class is everyday/or every other)   Grade level: 9-12   
Prerequisite: None 
Mixed Choir functions as a performing outlet for the vocal students as singing is the universal form
of musical expression. Group singing helps give students an opportunity to convey emotions and
interpret feelings and sensitivities, one of the few places in the high school setting that provides this
type of activity. A wide variety of works will be sung in order to acquaint students with various types
of choral literature and to develop concepts and performance skills associated with varying musical
content, structure and styles. The class will include sight-reading choral/vocal technique, and ear
training. Full participation in all performances is required. Students may participate in choir for four
full years and are encouraged to do so. This class fulfills the NYS requirement for one unit of
art/music. Performances are required. 

Select Chorus
Credit: 0.5 or 1    Length: Full Year (Class is everyday/or every other)    Grade Level: 9-12  
Prerequisite: Participation in High School Chorus – By audition only  
High School Select Chorus is a higher-level performance group that is open to students in grades
9-12 by audition only. The class has between 15-20 students who demonstrate a high level of
proficiency in vocal performance. The group performs formally at two concerts and from five to
eight times per year in the community. This group is designed to be the showpiece vocal performance
group of the high school.

History of Rock ‘n Roll Music: 1950-Present
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 10-12    Prerequisite: None 
This course covers the history of music from 1950 to the present including but not limited to rock,
jazz, theatre and modern classics. The class is open to all students in grades 10-12 with no
pre-requisite class. Preference is given to upperclassmen. An open mind to different music within
the genre is expected. There is written work as well as listening and watching videos. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH

Physical Education
Credit - 0.25 per semester Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: None



This course aims to develop fitness, and motor skills in an environment that promotes team building,
respect for self and others, and fun.  Physical education class will provide you with the knowledge and
experience to achieve and maintain a physically active lifestyle and good overall wellness.

Exercise Science 1
Credit - .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 10 - 12 Prerequisite: .5 PE credit
This class targets students who are interested in setting a fitness goal revolving around strength training,
weight loss, or cardiovascular endurance.  Once students have identified a goal, they will research and
create a fitness plan (FSU students will either help with the construction of the plan or critique and
provide feedback on what students submit).  Students will then follow the plan they created throughout
the semester.  FSU students will conduct assessments throughout the semester  and provide personal
training (timing based on their college course requirement).  The course will also provide Dunkirk High
School students with a connection to the Fredonia State University and the Exercise Science Program
through interaction with the students within that program, access to assessment equipment those students
bring onto the Dunkirk campus and a field trip where students can experience the FSU Exercise Program
firsthand. Watch this short video about the Exercise Science course.

Exercise Science 2
Credit - .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 10 - 12 Prerequisite: .Successful completion of
Exercise Science 1
Students, along with their FSU mentor, will assess the program they created and followed in Exercise
Science 1.  Students will create a new fitness goal and plan based on data analysis and execute the plan
under the guidance of the instructor and FSU mentors.

Health
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisites: None
This course is designed to provide information needed to make important decisions about health,
wellness, and individual lifestyle. Topics such as personal health and wellness, social and emotional
health, safety, nutrition and alcohol/tobacco/other drugs, HIV and STI’s Prevention, and sexuality
education will be discussed. Emphasis will be placed on the student’s acquiring knowledge and assuming
responsibility for one’s own health.

JCC BIO 1510 Health Sciences
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: JCC Requirements
Students will investigate a variety of health-related topics, many of which are useful in planning a
healthier lifestyle. Topics include stress, mental health, nutrition, human sexuality and reproduction, birth
control, sexually transmitted and other diseases, cardiovascular health, cancer, drugs (including alcohol),
and environmental health.  This course does meet NYS graduation requirements for Health.

SCIENCE

The science program has been designed to provide a variety of courses at various levels of difficulty in
order to give all students the opportunity to increase their understanding and appreciation of the natural
world in which they live. They will use methods of scientific inquiry and learn the fundamental skills and
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attitudes which scientific study requires. All science courses include class discussion, demonstrations and
individual laboratory work. The laboratory work reinforces the basic factual material discussed during
class lecture periods and permits the students to develop their problem-solving skills

Regents Biology/Living Environment (Life Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 8 (Advanced) or 9
The Regents Biology course gives the students a broad outlook on the world of living things and their
interactions with the nonliving. The student gains an understanding of the major biological principles
and concepts of life and living things. The areas studied are human physiology, modern genetics, cell
biology, reproduction, evolution and ecology. THERE IS A REQUIRED LAB COMPONENT.

Regents Earth Science (Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-11 Prerequisite: Regents credit in Living
Environment
This course is recommended as a second Regents science course for all students.  The five areas of
investigation in Regents Earth Science are the processes of change, the earth model, the earth's energy
budget, the rock cycle, and the history of the earth. It follows the State syllabus for Earth Science and the
national Earth Science curriculum. THERE IS A REQUIRED LAB COMPONENT.

Regents Chemistry (Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: Pass 1 Regents
Exam in Science and Math
This course is recommended for students who passed at least 1 Regents exam in science and 1 in
math. It presents a modern view of Chemistry suitable for pupils with a wide range of abilities and
interests. It is predominantly theory, requiring a good background in Algebra. It follows the State
Syllabus for Chemistry and the National Syllabus for Chemistry studies. The course includes a lab
component that must be fulfilled in order to receive Regents credit.

Regents Physics (Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: Pass 1 Regents Exam in
Science and 1 in Math
This course is open to 10th, 11th and 12th grade students who have successfully completed a
previous Regents science course and are currently enrolled in Geometry or higher. Regents Physics
provides the student with a very structured, modern view of the fundamental concepts of Physics. It
is designed to deal with the behavior of matter, but it deals primarily with energy and its
manifestations. It follows the State Syllabus for physics. The course is divided into five core areas:
Mechanics, Energy, Electricity and Magnetism, Wave Phenomena and Modern Physics. The course
includes a lab component that must be fulfilled in order to receive Regents credit.

Field Biology (Life Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: Regents credit in Living
Environment
This is a one-semester elective that takes an in-depth look at ecology as well as forest ecosystems,
population interactions and energy flow. Students have the chance to identify and learn many local
plant and animal species. Much of the course is substantiated by hands-on experience either outdoors
on site or in the lab.

Human Anatomy and Physiology (Life Science)



Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 11-12    Prerequisite: Regents credit in Living
Environment and 1 credit in either Earth Science or Chemistry
This course is designed to explore the most amazing machine ever created, the human body.
Students will learn about the structure of the human body, how it works, and how diseases affect
certain body systems.  Students will engage in laboratory activities, dissections (either hands-on or
virtual), and many other modes of learning.  The course is designed to prepare students interested in
a career in medical or health fields, as well as those students simply interested in the anatomy and
physiology of the human body. Watch this short video on Human Anatomy and Physiology

Introduction to Forensics (Life & Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0   Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 10-12    Prerequisite: One Regents credit in
Science
If you have ever wondered “who?” “what?”, “when?” and “how?” or are fascinated by shows such as
CSI, this is the course for you.  Topics of study in this course may include: hair and fiber analysis, pollen
studies, blood spatter analysis, fingerprinting, blood typing, DNA analysis, tool marks, bone and teeth
identification, ballistics, tire and footprint analysis, drug identification, handwriting analysis and more.
Students will have the opportunity to perform several lab activities as part of the investigative process.

Exploration of the Great Lakes (Physical Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: One regents credit in science
Let’s take a trip through the amazing Great Lakes of North America where you will become familiar with
geologic, geographic, and environmental concepts about the Great Lakes. This hsalf year elective includes
topics such as the formation of the Great Lakes, a digital exploration around the Great Lakes, and
contemporary issues that they face.

Astronomy (Physical Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: One regents credit in science
Is it possible to move to another planet? This course offers a look into our solar system including
investigations of life on other planets. Course topics include age and origin of our solar system,
characteristics of stars, astronomical instruments, and the earth/moon/sun system. Students will perform
science and engineering practices including developing and using models, analyzing and interpreting data,
and constructing explanations and designing solutions.

Geologic History of New York State (Physical Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: One regents credit in science
Ever wonder what kinds of creatures lived on the land we walk on today? In this half year elective course
we will discover ancient life on Earth such as dinosaurs and mastodons. Other topics include time
distribution of fossils, important geologic events, and how Earth’s land masses have shifted over time.

Meteorology (Physical Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level:11-12 Prerequisite: Regents exam credit in Earth Science
Topics that will be covered include 1) how we monitor the weather through local weather stations, radars,
and satellites, 2) how the interactions between temperature, air pressure, wind, humidity, and precipitation
create our weather, and 3) how to forecast the weather on a daily basis. You will be able to develop
models describing the evolution and impact of weather systems and storms around the globe.

Natural Disasters (Physical Science)
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade level: 9-12
Learn the science behind different types of natural disasters such as tornadoes, earthquakes, volcanoes,
hurricanes, and tsunamis. We will also go over our ability or inability to control and predict these events.
Students will leave this class with a better understanding of the forces of nature and the disasters they
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cause. From meteorological events to geological events this course will give students a much better view
of the world around them.

Consumer Chemistry & Physics (Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade level: 10-12 Prerequisites: One regents credit in science
A chemistry & physics course to serve as an introduction to the subjects. The class will be conducted in
such a way that a student with minimal science background can successfully complete the class if they put
forth the necessary effort.  Quantitative material will be minimized in favor of a general understanding of
the underlying science.
This course would be focused on topics every student will likely encounter in their everyday life, from the
grocery store to the hospital and the voting booth.  Applications and examples to enable students to
readily relate to chemistry and physics with a focus on making personal choices and being a responsible
citizen.  Students will develop their problem-solving process, apply models and combine them with
previously learned concepts, engage and challenge students to develop skills they will use in their
everyday lives, including scientific literacy, analyzing graphs and data and recognizing fake vs. real news.
Relevant, up-to-date applications focus on health & product performance and the environment, helping
non-science majors to see the connections between science and their everyday lives.

JCC CHE 1500 Introduction to Chemistry (Physical Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
Students will investigate fundamental concepts of chemistry from a theoretical approach using basic
scientific tools of measurement and problem solving. Topics include atomic structure, nomenclature,
bonding, periodic behavior, chemical equations, acids and bases, gasses, liquids, solids, and properties of
solutions. The course is for students with little or no chemistry background and/or who wish to continue
in CHE 1550. The course includes a lab component that must be fulfilled in order to receive Regents
credit in addition to the JCC credits.

JCC BIO 1515/1520/1540/1560 Biology of Reptiles and Amphibians, Birds, Insects, and Mammals
(Life Science)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
Reptiles and Amphibians: Students will examine amphibians and reptiles as part of our environment
including inter and intra-specific interactions, environmental pressures and conservation issues.
Students will explore the biomedical relevance of amphibians and reptiles to mankind and biological
indicators, sources of medically relevant pharmacological agents as well as significant threats to human
health in some parts of the world (snakebite, crocodile attacks). Current conservation issues
surrounding global decline in amphibian species and other future threats to the continued survival of
these groups will be discussed.
Insects: This course studies insects, the most abundant and diverse group of animals on our planet.
Students will learn about basic anatomy and physiology, evolutionary history, classification and
identification, behavior, and ecological and economic importance. Field trips and a small insect
collection are required. Outdoor fieldwork included.
Birds: In this introduction to birds, one of the most colorful and popular groups of animals on the
planet, students will learn about basic anatomy and physiology, evolutionary history,  classification and
identification by sight and song, behavior, and ecological importance.  Outdoor fieldwork is included.
Mammals: This course studies mammals, the group considered the peak of animal evolution.  Students
will learn about physiology, evolutionary history, classification and identification, behavior, and
ecological importance. Outdoor fieldwork included.

JCC BIO 1570 Principles of Biology I (Life Science) (Offered 23 - 24 School Year)
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements



Students will identify, understand, and interpret fundamental biological principles such as biodiversity,
evolution, ecology, chemical foundations of life, cell structure and function, cellular metabolism,
photosynthesis, respiration, cellular reproduction, and classical, human and molecular genetics.
Laboratory may include one or more outdoor experiences.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The Social Studies department of Dunkirk High school seeks to develop an awareness of individual worth
and a spirit of cooperation within the larger society. The teaching of facts and skills are important, but far

more so are the values learned from working with people, their monuments, ideas, mistakes and
successes. The social studies curriculum ties together all facets of learning by teaching the understanding
of history as the collective memory of the human race. Social studies programs in the 9th, 10th, and 11th
grades give the students a foundation in geography, global history and American studies. The 12th year

program allows students to concentrate on government and economics.

Global History and Geography I
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9 Prerequisite: None
Global History and Geography I begins with the Paleolithic Era and the development of the first
civilizations, continues with an examination of classical societies, and traces the expansion of trade
networks and their global impact. The course emphasizes the key themes of interactions over time, shifts
in political power, and the role of belief systems.  The importance of historical and spatial thinking as well
as all of the social studies practices and standards are vital to the study of global history and geography
and are embedded in each unit of study. Upon completion of this course, a local school final exam will be
given to each student.  Successful completion of Global History and Geography I is a graduation
requirement and is necessary to advance to Global History and Geography II.

Global History and Geography Freshman Seminar
Credit: .5 Length: Half  Year Grade level: 9 Prerequisite: None
Freshman Seminar courses run concurrently with Global History and Geography I & II and are
designed to support students in their quest to become critical thinkers, consumers of information,
problems solvers, and members of the global community.  With a focus on the social studies practices
and global history, students prepare to be college and career ready. Academic written and verbal
communication is practiced daily.
This class cannot be used to replace Global Studies 9, 10, 11, or 12 class credit.

Global History and Geography II
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10 Prerequisite: Global History and Geography
Global History and Geography II  provides a snapshot of the world circa 1750. The course continues
chronologically up to the present. Several concepts are woven throughout the course including
industrialization, nationalism, imperialism, conflict, technology, and the interconnectedness of the world.
The course culminates with a focus on global issues, applying a more thematic approach. An emphasis on
the importance of historical and spatial thinking and all of the social studies practices and standards are
present throughout the course.  Upon completion of this course, a NYS Regents exam will be
administered. This course is a graduation requirement.



Global History and Geography I Honors
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9 Prerequisite: See Honors Rubric
Beyond the curriculum of Global History and Geography Geography I, honors students will gain and
practice the skills to act as historians as they become the leaders of our own learning.  Students will
engage deeply and meaningfully with both primary and secondary sources to gain an own understanding
of the events of the past based on careful analysis and consideration of context.  Students will study
geography, culture, belief systems, economics, government, the environment, and technology, but this will
just be the beginning.  Students will study people, all people, as they create a working knowledge of their
experiences and interactions across time and place and their impact on the world of today.  Successful
completion of Global History and Geography I is a graduation requirement and is necessary to advance to
Global History and Geography II.

Global History and Geography II Honors
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9 Prerequisite: See Honors Rubric
Throughout Global History and Geography Honors II, in addition to the curriculum of Global History and
Geography II, students will continue to hone their historical thinking skills as they work to further
develop their abilities as students of history.  Deep and meaningful engagement with both primary and
secondary sources will take on an even greater purpose as student understanding of the events of the past
has developed based on careful analysis and consideration of ancient, classical, post-classical, and
pre-modern worlds.  Study of geography, culture, belief systems, economics, government, the
environment, and technology will continue as will the study of people, places, experiences and
interconnection. Upon completion of this course, a NYS Regents exam will be administered. This course
is a graduation requirement.

United States History & Government
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11 Prerequisite: Global 9&10
United States History and Government begins with the colonial and constitutional foundations of the
United States and explores the government structure and functions written in the Constitution. The
development of the nation and the political, social, and economic factors that led to the challenges our
nation faced in the Civil War are addressed. Industrialization, urbanization, and the accompanying
problems are examined, along with America’s emergence as a world power, the two world wars of the
20th century, and the Cold War. Students explore the expansion of the federal government, the threat of
terrorism, and the place of the United States in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world.
Upon completion of this course, a NYS Regents exam will be administered. This course is a graduation
requirement.

JCC American US History I/II
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college course in American History.  An in depth study
of our country from colonial time to the present is included in the curriculum. This course is highly
accelerated and is for the highly motivated student. The course requires a great deal of reading and class
participation, and is designed to prepare students for further advancement in college.  Students can receive
free college credit for HIS1530 and 1540 by taking this course, which is accepted at all SUNY
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institutions.  Students must take the NYS Regents examination, and are expected to achieve mastery level.
Watch this short video about the JCC US History course.

JCCWorld History I/II
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: see JCC requirements
Students will examine the foundations of major cultures of today's world from the beginning of  recorded
history to the early modern age, with an emphasis on how these developments continue to shape the
human  experience. They will utilize methods of the social sciences by researching, interpreting, and
communicating an understanding of primary and secondary historical sources.  Much of this class is
project based, and encourages students to collaborate with their peers to construct visual and digital
projects.  This course also focuses on greater cultural understanding, which asks students to demonstrate
an understanding of cultural similarities and differences and how cultural norms shape each person’s
experience of the world. Students can receive free college credit in HIS 1510 and HIS1520 which can be
transferred to any SUNY school.Watch this short video about the JCC World History course.

Economics
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 12 Prerequisites: Global 9, 10, US History
The Economics curriculum examines the principles of the United States free market economy in a global
context. Students will examine their individual responsibility for managing their personal finances.
Students will analyze the role of supply and demand in determining the prices individuals and businesses
face in the product and factor markets, and the global nature of these markets. Students will study changes
to the workforce in the United States, and the role of entrepreneurs in our economy, as well as the effects
of globalization. Students will explore the challenges facing the United States free market economy in a
global environment and various policy-making opportunities available to the government to address these
challenges. A local school exam or project will be required at the culmination of this one semester/ one
half year course. Successful completion of this course is a graduation requirement.

Economics Honors
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 12 Prerequisites: Honors Global 9, 10, US History. See
Honors Rubric
Economics Honors is a one-semester course that focuses on advanced macroeconomic concepts that are
important to understanding the global economy.  A large portion of the class is designed as a reading
seminar, where students will be challenged to read a variety of college level economic literature and
debate with their peers. This course is designed to simulate college level work and prepare students for
college, and therefore will focus on building the skills of debating, critical thinking, note-taking, and
using effective studying strategies.

Participation in Government
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 12 Prerequisites: Global 9, 10, US History
Participation in Government aims to provide students with opportunities to become engaged in the
political process by acquiring the knowledge and practicing the skills necessary for active citizenship. The
course embeds current events specific to present local, state, national, and global circumstances.
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Participation in government and in our communities is fundamental to the success of American
democracy. Participation in Government will encourage students to understand, and encourage them to
participate in the democratic process. Opportunities to engage in community service projects will be made
accessible to students throughout this one-semester/one-half year course.  A local school exam or project
will be required. Successful completion of this course is a graduation requirement.

Participation in Government Honors
Credit: .5 Length: Half Year Grade Level: 12 Prerequisites: Honors Global 9, 10, US History. See
Honors Rubric
Participation in Government Honors is a one-semester or one-half year study of the interaction between
citizens and government at all levels: local, state, national will be reviewed. Participation in Government
will encourage students to understand, and encourage them to participate in the democratic process. An
argumentative research project, attendance at a civic event, and literary case studies will be required.
Opportunities to engage in community service projects will be available.
Course is required for graduation.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
Watch this short video on several of the different programs listed below.

Architecture/Construction Drawing (Advanced Course)
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisites: DDP and CADD
This course teaches students to prepare drawings for building a future home.  The home is the result of a
creative idea, a sound plan and well-executed activities on the part of the student’s architect.  This course
will introduce the student to residential architecture, its related fields and careers

CADD
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year   Grade Level: 10-12    Prerequisites: DDP
Students will focus on engineering drawing fundamentals, incorporating both manual and computer-aided
drafting. Topics include freehand sketching, principles of applied geometry, orthographic projections,
dimensioning, section views, pictorials, conventional drawing practices, standards, tolerance, and an
introduction to 2-D wireframe software such as AutoCAD. Students will create and modify CAD
geometry, text, and dimensions.

Communication System I&II
Credit: 1    Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 9-12    Prerequisite: None
This is an introductory course in communications for students who might be interested in multimedia
production or digital photography. It includes photography, broadcasting, reporting, camera operator,
television and radio productions, journalism, newspaper printing, pod casting, and a wide variety of
multimedia experiences. Students demonstrate their technical drawing skills with faster and better
results. This class will use materials and techniques at an industry standard level, in a multi-stage design
process. Students will learn about hard and soft edge modeling and designing in a three-dimensional
space using scratch-building and modeling materials.

Construction Technology
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Credit: 1.0   Length: Full Year    Grade Level: 9-12   Prerequisite: None
Construction Technology  is an instructional program that prepares an individual for employment or
continued education in the occupations of Carpentry, Electrical Wiring, Masonry, Plumbing, and Welding.
Construction Technology is a basic course teaching fundamentals of safety, tools, construction math, basic
carpentry, electrical, masonry,plumbing, and welding skills.

Introduction to Engineering
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12  Prerequisite: DDP or Construction
Technology  
This course explores the branches of engineering, the functions of an engineer, and the industries in which
engineers work.It also develops student problem solving skills using the design process. Students learn
how to analyze a problem, research solutions, develop solutions, build the best solution, test the solution
and improve the solution. Students also learn how to document each step of the design process, with an
emphasis placed on sketching, formal drawings, and 3D modeling. 3D modeling is done using Inventor, a
state of the art CAD program.

Woodworking
Credit: 1 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisites: Construction Technology
This course is designed to introduce students to general woodworking practices.  Students will be
expected to learn about the safety use of hand tools, power tools and woodworking machinery.  The
projects are designed to give students as much experience as possible by using many different machines
and tools.

WORLD LANGUAGE

French I
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: Interest in French language & culture
Bonjour! Always wanted to study French but never had the chance? Interested in traveling to Paris, but
don’t speak French? Now you, too, can learn to parlez-vous  français like the Canadians and find out the
truth behind Mardi Gras and Marie Antoinette (she didn’t really say “Let them eat cake!”). French I
introduces the basics of the language through the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and
writing.  Vocabulary topics covered will include, among others: numbers, school, family, free time
activities, likes & dislikes, food, shopping, community and weather. We will also study French speaking
countries and their cultures.
Successful completion of this course fulfills the minimum second language requirement for NYS
graduation.

French II
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite:Successful completion of French I or
French 1a/1b sequence and Checkpoint A exam
French II builds upon the firm vocabulary base built in French I. Students will work both in pairs and in
groups in order to achieve proficiency in the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. A
larger variety of vocabulary will be introduced, including expanded Food and Clothing units, as well as
Driving, and Medical Emergencies. They will be encouraged to communicate in “real life” situations.
There is a stronger emphasis on grammatical structures needed in order to communicate effectively in
French. This year, the two past tenses of French will be mastered, as well as object pronouns and reflexive
verbs. We will also begin to watch shorter-length videos in French to improve our listening
comprehension skills.



French III
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of French II
This course includes a very thorough review of all the grammar points covered in Level II. At the same
time, there is a stronger emphasis on the acquisition of vocabulary.  In class, students will practice real life
situations in pairs and/or in groups. The student is expected to express his/her feelings, obtain
information, and socialize in French. Students are also expected to obtain information from authentic
documents written in French and are encouraged to develop their own writing style in French. There will
be a greater emphasis on expanded writing this year. The future tense will be covered, as well as the
conditional. French-language videos will also be a part of this course.
Successful completion of the course AND the final exam is required for the Advanced Diploma.

JCC FRE2510: Intermediate French 1
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite:Successful completion of French III,
Pass the French III Final Exam, Pass the ELA component of the JCC College Placement Exam
Made it through the Regents and want more? Well, now you can get up to 6 college credits when you take
JCC French. Students will still practice the four language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking.
Class materials include the JCC textbook (Thèmes), as well as a variety of popular foreign culture
materials.  In addition, learning will be aided through the use of a variety of non-print materials such as
internet-based projects and movies about the various French-speaking cultures around the world. Topics
covered in this course: Personal Relationships; Family and Community; and Healthy Lifestyles.
The final exam/project comes from JCC, who may award 3 credit hours for successful completion.
Seniors in this course may be eligible for the NYS Seal of Biliteracy!

JCC FRE2520: Intermediate French 2
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of JCC
FRE2510
In this course, we will continue with the JCC text “Thèmes”, as well as continuing to read the further
adventures of Astérix et Obélix, and Le petit Nicolas, with movies (en français, bien sûr!) to follow. This
course also covers in-depth the many French-speaking  peoples from around the world—their histories,
geography, and culture in general--from prehistoric man in France and sub-Saharan Africa to the Cajuns
of Louisiana, fighting to  maintain their French-Canadian heritage. Each unit of study will culminate in a
project or test, followed by a movie related to the topic—in French where available. Units this year
include Personal and Public Identity; Contemporary Life & Social Media; and Science & Technology.
The final exam/project comes from JCC, who may award 3 credit hours for successful completion.
Seniors in this course may be eligible for the NYS Seal of Biliteracy!

Spanish I
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite:Interest in Spanish language & culture
Spanish I introduces the basics of the language through the four language skills: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Students will acquire basic vocabulary and explore foundational grammar points.
They also study negation and question formation. Nouns, articles, adjective agreement, possession,
comparatives, superlatives and object pronouns are also introduced at this level.
Successful completion of this course fulfills the minimum second language requirement
for NYS graduation.



Spanish II
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I or
Spanish 1a/1b sequence and Checkpoint A exam
Spanish II begins by reviewing several of the basics from Spanish I. In each subsequent level, many
topics are reviewed and expanded. A good foundation in the previous level is important.
In Spanish II, students are exposed to new verb tenses, the imperfect, past participles and the preterite.
They also expand their use of object pronouns with direct, indirect and reflexive pronouns. Students begin
to differentiate between prepositions of place, and por and para. The culture and vocabulary from Spanish
I are also expanded.

Spanish III
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II
As with Level II, Spanish III reviews the material from the previous year and expands on it. Students are
introduced to new tenses - the perfect tenses. They also learn to use imperatives although they have been
exposed to them orally from the beginning.  The subjunctive mood is also presented in Spanish III. Once
again, culture and vocabulary are expanded.
Successful completion of this course AND the final exam fulfill the requirement for the Advanced
Diploma.

Heritage Learner Spanish I
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: Fluency in Spoken Spanish
AND Teacher Recommendation
This course is designed for students who already speak Spanish fluently. They will work on
literacy skills, such as reading comprehension and writing fluency in Spanish. Successful students
may advance to Heritage Learner Spanish II.
Successful completion of this course fulfills the minimum second language requirement
for NYS graduation.

Heritage Learner Spanish II
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite:Successful completion of
Heritage Learner Spanish 1
This course is designed for students who already speak Spanish fluently. They will work on
literacy skills, such as reading comprehension and writing fluency in Spanish. Successful students
may advance to AP Spanish of JCC SPA 2510.
Successful completion of the final exam (Checkpoint B) AND Heritage Learner Spanish I and II
plus one more course of World Languages fulfill the requirement for the Advanced Diploma.

JCC SPA2510: Intermediate Spanish 1
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite:Successful completion of Spanish III
or Heritage Learner Spanish II, Pass the Checkpoint B Exam, Pass the ELA component of the JCC
College Placement Exam
Made it through Spanish III and want more? Well, now you can get up to 6 college credits when you take
JCC Spanish 2510 and 2520. Students will learn to interact effectively and appropriately in Spanish at the
intermediate-low level with people from other language and culture backgrounds. Students will
communicate and reflect upon beliefs and values as related to one’s identity, citizenship, and health and
wellness in the United States and the Spanish-speaking world.
Students will still practice the four language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking.  In addition,
learning will be aided through the use of a variety of non-print materials such as internet-based projects



and movies about the various Spanish-speaking cultures around the world. Topics covered in this course:
Personal and Public Identity; Family and Community; and Science and Technology.
The final exam/project comes from JCC, who may award 3 credit hours for successful completion.
Seniors in this course may be eligible for the NYS Seal of Biliteracy!

JCC SPA2520: Intermediate Spanish 2
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisite:Prerequisite: Successful completion
of JCC SPA2510
Students will learn to interact effectively and appropriately in Spanish at the intermediate-low level with
people from other language and culture backgrounds. Students will communicate and reflect upon beliefs
and values as related to one’s identity, citizenship, and health and wellness in the United States and the
Spanish-speaking world. Units this year include Personal and Public Identity; Contemporary Life and
Science & Technology.
The final exam/project comes from JCC, who may award 3 credit hours for successful completion.
Seniors in this course may be eligible for the NYS Seal of Biliteracy!

AP Spanish
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11-12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III
or Heritage Learner Spanish II, and Teacher Recommendation
In AP Spanish, recommended students will focus on advanced grammar and an expansion of vocabulary
from previous years as it occurs in natural language contexts. The Spanish language will be mastered
through a combination of traditional coursework, in addition to the use of music, culture, video, literature
and film. This use of a wide range of methods and materials ensure that the four main language skills of
listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed.
Students may be given the opportunity to challenge the Spanish AP exam in May.
Seniors in the course may be eligible for the NYS Seal of Biliteracy!

American Sign Language Online
Credit: 1.0 Length: Full Year Grade Level: 11 - 12 Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 1 or
Spanish1 and enrolled in 11th or 12th grade.
American Sign Language, Learn to Sign, introduces students to the “language, grammar and phonology”
so that new learners can begin very quickly to communicate using ASL.  Students will also study deaf
culture, including “social beliefs, traditions, history, values, and communities influenced by deafness and
which use sign language as the primary means of communication.” Watch this short video about
American Sign Language.

Erie 2 BOCES CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

Successful completion of 9th and 10th grade core graduation requirements are required before a
student can be enrolled in any CTE program at Erie 2 BOCES.

Auto Body Technology
Students enrolled in Automotive Body Repair develop entry-level skills in shop settings similar to
commercial auto collision repair shops. Students hone their skills in metal straightening, aligning,
replacing, MIG welding, body filling, painting, buffing, and detailing. Students practice their skills in the
paint spray booth as well as with equipment and tools used in the collision repair industry. Students
enrolled in this program may work on their own vehicles after developing their skills on an assortment of
assigned projects. Automotive Technology Automotive Technology provides students with real-world
work experience in automotive service and repair shops. Students work with power tools, electronic
diagnostic equipment, computerized front-end machinery, and emissions test equipment.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Nc5ZxEPvFOQ
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Nc5ZxEPvFOQ


Conservation
This program equips students with employable skills in the areas of natural resources, conservation and
site construction. General environmental issues, ecology, horticulture, hydrology, equipment operation
and maintenance, and wildlife and land management are studied. Students are provided with a variety of
practical hands-on field experiences at the 150-acre Hewes Center campus in addition to a number of
off-site locations within Chautauqua County.

Construction Technology
Students will acquire skills for entry-level work or post-secondary education including rough and finished
carpentry, masonry, plumbing, heating and electrical. Students also receive instruction in construction
procedures such as the use of power and specialized tools and equipment, footings and foundations,
framing, roofing, siding, stair construction, interior and exterior finishing, blueprint reading and
estimating.

Cosmetology
This two-year program instructs in the skills and theory needed for the care of hair, nails, and skin.
Students will learn the management techniques needed to operate a beauty salon and gain hands-on
experience in the cosmetology clinic, which is open to the public. This program gives students the one
thousand hours required for the New York State Licensing exam.

Criminal Justice
This is a one-year program that provides students with career opportunities in the continually expanding
field of law enforcement and criminal justice while learning about our legal system. This course furnishes
the students with experience with criminal investigation, public and private security, use of the computer
in law enforcement, fingerprinting and public relations.

Culinary Arts
This is a one or two-year program designed to provide students with skills in short order, specialty and
quantity preparation and service of food. Students proceed at their own pace, acquiring skills through
practical experience in several areas.

Diesel Mechanics
Diesel Mechanics is a two-year program that emphasizes the study of gas/diesel engines and the
maintenance/repair of small engines. Students receive instruction in entry-level skills for diesel/fuel
systems, fundamentals of hydraulics, brake systems and general equipment operation. This course
includes hands-on experience in preventative maintenance, reconditioning and troubleshooting
agricultural equipment and truck vehicles.

Graphics Technology
Graphics Technology is designed for students who are interested in pursuing a career in the fields of
commercial art, computer graphics, photography or electronic media. Instruction focuses on commercial
art, desktop publishing, advertisement design, sign-making, computer-aided sign production, and
computer graphics.

Health Careers
The Health Careers Program provides students with entry-level skills, valuable industry certifications and
the opportunity to have first-hand experience working in a variety of healthcare-related fields. Students
practice performing basic nursing procedures and function as part of a healthcare team. Clinical
experiences allow students to explore different areas of the healthcare field.



Information Technology/Computer Systems Information
Technology/Computer Systems prepares students for a variety of careers involving computers and
information technology, positioning students for success in entry-level computer careers or college-level
study.

Small Animal Science
Small Animal Science teaches students specialized and advanced skills in areas such as veterinary
assistance, the care and handling of animals in a laboratory or veterinary setting, and kennel and pet shop
management. Students develop basic and advanced dog grooming skills through in-class “doggie day
care” programs where dogs are brought to the centers for grooming appointments. Students work with a
wide variety of animals, such as rabbits, cats, dogs, mice, hamsters, gerbils, guinea pigs, chinchillas,
ferrets and rats.


